CHAPTER   XIII
THE   GROWTH   OF   NATIONALISM
IN  IRAQ,,   1914-20
Nationalism in 'Iraq: 1914-18
DURING the war, Arab Nationalism flickered fitfully in "Iraq.
Talib Pasha proffered his sendees to the Indian authorities,
offering to raise southern 'Iraq against the Turks. The military
and political officials, however, trusting to their own resources
and desiring no alliances which might complicate the eventual
disposal of 'Iraq, made it known that his aid was not only un-
acceptable but that it would be wise for him to remain out of
Iraq. He therefore went to Ceylon in Voluntary exile'1 until
1917, when he was permitted to go to Egypt. 'Iraqi officers in
the Turkish Army, including Nun as-Sacid, 'Abdullah Damluji-
and others, who came to offer their services, were met with
suspicion and sent into detention camps in India and in Egypt.
The Turks, on their side, assigned the remaining Arab
officers, in so far as it was possible, to posts presenting little
opportunity for displaying their Nationalist sentiment. In
Baghdad, by the end of 1916, they had deported or imprisoned
all the educated Arabs and all notables suspected of possessing
separatist opinions. Risings in 1915 and 1916 at Najaf, Karbala,
Hilla, Kufa and Tuwairij, and appeals to the British for support
against the Turks, nevertheless, indicated that the "Iraqis had
lost nothing of the Nationalist feeling nor of their hatred of the
Turks. Some of the disturbances, however, as at Najaf, in
April, 1915, and at Karbala, April, 1916, no doubt owed their
1 Review C. Admin , 1914-1920, p. 2.
3 Dr. Damluji, finding that he was persona non grata to the British, made his
way to Ibn Sa'ud, whose service he entered. He later returned to 'Iraq, serving
as Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1930-1.
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